: 1^1 Foraiueness of Sin
n a faraway country,the people of a
small town prayed to God to send
them a prophet who could show them
the path to God and answer life's dif
ficult questions. One day,two prophets
appeared. Each stayed in a different part of
the town. Both claimed they were sent by
God and called people to worship the one

Both prophets claimed that man's sins are offen
sive to God and that man must seek forgiveness.
Both prophets have different methods regarding
forgiveness.The fi rst prophet said forgiveness of
sins might be attained by fi rst believing in God and
his last messenger and then doing good works.Yet,
at the Day of Judgment, God will decide to whom

et for his answer and decided among themselves
that If the second prophet gave the same answer,
they would stone the woman.
The second prophet heard their accusations
against the woman and gave them a simple answer.
He told them that anyone among them who was

He will be merciful.

without sin should be the fi rst to cast a stone at

true God who created heaven and earth.

The second prophet said that good works cannot
erase bad moralistic choices. God provides a way
for salvation from sin in this life that assures forgive
ness of sins and attain the promise of eternal life.
Guilt and shame are replaced with peace and joy.

the woman. Slowly, one by one, starting with the
oldest, the men left that place. Only the prophet
was left.The woman was kneeling in front of Him.
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Both prophets traced their roots to Adam
and Abraham and taught about heaven,
hell,Satan,the resurrection of dead,the

day of judgment, prayers,fasting,and help
ing the poor.The people were excited
and rejoiced that God had answered their
prayers and sent them,not one, but two
prophets.The town's people made dally
visits to the two prophets to find God's
way and favor.Soon,they noticed the
prophets had two different books,yet each
claimed that his book was a direct revela

tion from God.Over time,the following

^ teachings were discovered.
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sin against God and society. Such sin must be re
moved from the land.They should let the woman
give birth to the child, and afterward, they should
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One day, a man was caught telling lies to his
neighbor.They brought him to the first prophet
and asked what they should do to him. He said
that a believer should always tell the truth; how
ever, lying is permitted on a few occasions, such as
smoothing over differences to save lives, reconcil
ing a husband and wife by persuading the wife to
avoid strife, or renouncing religion as long It Is not
a genuine heart-felt rejection.
The second prophet said that lying is sin and
that God views It as an act of deception to pres
ent false Information. All lies are abhorred by God,
no matter what the circumstance and situation.
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Both prophets taught that God is all knowing, all
powerful, and all present However, the fi rst proph
et said that God is just, loves believers only, and
shows them His mercy. He does not reveal Himself,
although he reveals His will in a book.
The second prophet said that God Is love toward
all mankind, regardless of race, color, or even the
wrongdoing done by a person against Him. He Is
full of compassion and mercy. Guided by his holi
ness, God did not only reveal His will but revealed
Himself in a person and a book.

Therefore, one must put off falsehood by speak
ing truthfully, for nothing is hidden that will not be
made manifest nor is anything done In secret that
will not become known.
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The next day, the men of the town brought
a woman, caught in adultery, who was divorced
and pregnant with a chlld.They asked the first
prophet what to do with the woman.The prophet
told them that the sin of adultery is a terrible

kill her by stoning.The people thanked the proph

He told her that he would not condemn her and

commanded her to go and sin no more.
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A few days later, a different man came running
to the fi rst prophet.The man was greatly upset
about his new neighbor who partled, drank every
night, and mades lots of noise. In addition, the
neighbor would frequently curse and throw stones
at his chlldren.The man was running out of patience.What should he do? The prophet said that
the people who drink and party are not believers.
Such people are not of God and must be con
fronted harshly."You should return the violence
equally to whatever harm they do to you, eye for
an eye and tooth for a tooth," said the prophet.
The man thanked the prophet and left.
On his way home, he decided to stop by and
see the second prophet. When the man asked the
same question, this time he received a different
answer.The prophet told him that the power of
love conquers all hate and revenge. Do not re
turn evil with evil but respond by acts of kindness.
Instead of cursing him back, pray that God will
bless him. Who knows? God may turn his heart
around. At all time, forgive your enemies and
avoid bitterness, which brings misery and anger
to your life.The man thanked the prophet for his
words and went back to his home.

